WHat's HappeN'N Art MoveMent

May 2026 Newsletter - There's much to learn,
and celebrate!




Oil painter known for seascapes and global landscapes.
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Dear Friends and Community,

WHAM Art Center warmly invites you to join us in celebrating the life
and legacy of Betty Shultz, a beloved longtime member of WHAM,
friend, and integral part of our creative community.

Celebration of Life for Betty Shultz

Date: May 10th

Time: 2 -4 P.M

Location: WHAM Art Center, 16560 N. Dysart Rd., Surprise, AZ 85374

This gathering will be a time to honor Betty’s remarkable talent,
generous spirit, and lasting impact on WHAM and all who knew her. In
keeping with her love of art and sharing beauty with others, many of
Betty’s original paintings will be available for guests to select as a
lasting memory of her extraordinary artistic gifts.

We invite you to come together to reflect, share stories, and celebrate a
life well lived through creativity and community.

Thank you for joining us in honoring Betty Shultz and the legacy she
leaves behind.




Watercolor Class
Desert Scenes

May 6th
9am - 12pm

Introduction to Potter's Wheel
4-Week Class

May 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th
10am - 12pm

The Coiled Jar
4-Week Class

May 7th, 14th, 21st, and June 4th
10am - 1pm

Handbuilding 1
4-Week Class

May 7th, 14th, 21st, and June 4th
6pm - 8:30pm

Vets Program
A Path to Healing

May 11th
10am - 2pm




WHAM Kids - Saturday Arts & Crafts
Drawing & Overlapping Color Shapes
(Abstract Art Class)

$15

May 16th, 20th, 27th
10am - 11:30am *New Time**

Mindful Art for Seniors &
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May 19th
10am - 12pm

TeenWHAM
Oil Pastel & Clay Skull

May 20th
4:30pm - 6:30pm
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€ Your bid makes a real impact—don’t wait!

WHAM Art Center’s Online Silent Auction is now live featuring original
artwork, experiences, and one-of-a-kind items.

Every bid helps fund accessible art programs for veterans, teens, literary arts,
and community outreach—Kkeeping creativity alive and accessible across the
West Valley.

= Bidding closes May 4—once it's gone, it's gone!

«r Browse and bid now:
Winning_Bidder

Art is Happen'n Here: Open Studio

Join us for a relaxed, creative evening—bring your art supplies, ideas, and a
snack to share while connecting with fellow artists.

Demo (5:30 PM): Decoupage on Rope Baskets

Friday, May 15, 2026 | 4-8 PM

Gallery Events

We still have two Open Calls for Art for the front gallery. Information and the
prospectus for each call is on the WHAM Website under Gallery/Call for Art. If
you have questions or help entering your artwork for consideration, contact
Nicolas Flowers, the Front Gallery Manager at nicolas.flowers@wham-
art.org.

Call to Artists

WHAM is out and in the
newspaper with What's

been happening in Literary
Artc




Laura Blain earned the title “Best in the West Valley” for her outstanding original
work and performance. on April 10.

The competition was meant to celebrate the creativity and talent of teen poets from
across the region.

Click here to read more

Did you see us at Taste-of-Surprise?

VISION 250: A Month-Long Community
Celebration at WHAM

This July, join us at WHAM Art Center as we celebrate America’s 250th
anniversary through art, creativity, and community.

From hands-on art activities and live performances to powerful exhibits and
Open Mic Night, there’s something for everyone—all events are FREE and
open to the public.

Stay tuned, mark your calendar, and come celebrate with us this July!
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VISION 250: A Free, Month-Long
Community Celebration
at WHAM Art Center

Honor % Celebrate x Create
Join us this July as we celebrate America’s 250th anniversary through art,
community, and shared experiences. Bring your friends and family—all are welcome.

: Vision 250 Artist . FreeKids’& Adult . Heroes in Harmony

. - - .
J ULY Receptlon Make-and-Take : 5PM-7PM
11 : 2PM-4PM : 10AM-12PM : Experience a powerful patriotic
! Experience powerful works 1 Create a meaningful patriotic clay performance honoring service and
2026 celebrating freedom and creativity : eagle to paint, personalize, and : freedom by veteran artists.
. from featured and veteran artists ; take home. .
: inthe gallery. .

JULY : SaluteinSong& Stage JULY  OpenMIC Night

1 2 : 2PM-3:30PM 11 6:30PM - 8PM

= Be moved by a powerful patriotic : Hear powerful stories, music, and

2026 . performance honering service and zozs . poetry from veterans and

- freedom by veteran artists. = community voices.

% “Because of their service, we have the freedom to create, express, and unite.” %

LY : FreeKids'& Adult : 250th Grand
Ji'a : Make-and-Take JULY  Celebration
: 25 erm-spm
2026 * 10AM-12PM zozs Enjoy live art and interactive
- creativity in a celebration of freedom
y 4 T—— * and expression.

EVENTS .
1005 \WETIAN ..oz
FREE Surprise, AZ 85378
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Broadway actress made another Surprise
appearance at WHAM

Article Heading

Broadway performer and storyteller Penny Orloff
brought her solo show, “Songs and Stories from a
Not-Quite-Kosher Life,” to the WHAM Art Center.

WHAM Art Center in Surprise is brought back
former Broadway musical theater actress Penny
Orloff in a special matinee performance of her
solo show, “Songs and Stories From a Not-Quite-
Kosher Life.” Thank you to all that saw this




WHAM Gift Shop

Come to WHAM's Gift Shop where
featured artist Gary Kilsdonk has beautiful
things displayed among the other artists
whose wears are for sale.

July Is A Big Month for Celebration.

Here’s a sheak peek at how WHAM is Celebrating with
You and for you and your friends and family.




: Vision 250 Artist

: Reception: Zpm-4pm :
- 10am-12pm

: Unleash your creativity

: and make your own

: patriotic masterpiece!

: Paint, glaze, and

: personalize a handmade

i clay eagle to take home

: — perfect for all ages.

: Meet featured and

: veteran artists as they

: share works celebrating
: freedom, creativity, and

a harmonious vision of
America on its 250th
anniversary.

: Free Kids' & Adult

Make-and-Take:

: Heroes in Harmony:
: Spm-7pm

: In collaboration with

{ WHAM's veteran program
- and Michael Maisano's

: programs, experience a

: powerful patrictic

: performance by veteran

i artists celebrating service
: and freedom.

: Salute in Song & Stage
: In collaboration with WHAM's
: veteran program and Michael
: Maisano's programs,

: experience a powerful

¢ patriotic performance by

: veteran artists celebrating

: service and freedom.

- Free Kids’ & Adult

. Make-and-Take

{ Unleash your creativity and

: make your own patriotic

: masterpiece! Paint, glaze,

: and personalize a handmade

10am-12pm

clay eagle to take home —
perfect for all ages,

- Open MIC Night

: Veterans and community

i members take the stage to

: share stories. music, poetry,
: and performances honoring
. service, freedom, and the

i spirit of America,

: 250th Grand
i Celebration

i Watch artists create live and
: joinin interactive art projects
i inspired by freedom, liberty,

i and creativity. A hands-on

: celebration of expression for
* the whole community!
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WANT TO VOLUNTEER?

WHAM Has Such Diverse Ways in Which to Volunteer. What piques
your interest?

We always need help setting up events in the Gallery. To help with
changing out the front gallery shows, contact Nicolas Flowers email:
nicolas.flowers@wham-art.org

To help with setting up the classroom and assisting the art instructors
with their classes, contact Dede Robinson email:
dede.robinson@wham-art.org

Want to become a WHAM member?




* Access to an Artist community
to share ideas

IT'S TIME TO GET INVOLVED IN THE ARTS WITHIN YOUR
COMMUNITY

WHat'S HappeN'N Art MoveMment
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